
390 Fairpoint Street
Pasa#ens, California

4 Jone 1957

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

My dear Hr. President:

I am eure that your concer «bout the biologtoal effects of
maclear weapons will cause you te be interested in the appeal to stop
the teating of these weapons thet was prepared by me a short while.
oge, ani that kee been signed by about 2000 Amerivan scientists,
including many of the most distinguished bielegists in the country.

On 15 May 1957 I gave an addrees in the Chapel of Washington
University, in Saint Loca, to the students ond faculty of the thi-
versity, on the aubject of science in the modem world. Ih the couse
of the afdress I exphasized that there is essentially unanluous agree-
ment among scientists with experience in the field of the biological
effects of radintion as to the general magnitude of these effects.
I Giscuesed the damage that is being done to the health of hunen
beings all over the vorlé now and te futwre generations of hus
beings by the testing of meclear bombs, and expressed my conviction
that a stop to the testing through international agreement would be
an effective first step toward averting a cataclyaic nuclear war.
The respmee to this address was so enthusiastic as to suggest that
a statement be prapured te which American aclentists could -dhere.
‘he statecent was prepared by me, with the help of a mmber of other
scientists, axi in a short while signctures of abort 2009 scleatiste
weve obtained to the appeal.

A copy of the appeal, together with the numes of the initial
Signers, is attached to thie letter.

Tt vas my experience during the short period vhen siga:tures
were beiug obtained that very few bielogicul scientists abetained
from signing the «peal. Many physicists who were asked to sien the
appeal felt that they could not sign it because of the statement,
that it contained about the knowledge of the dangers involved 14
carrying out the tests; some of these men felt that they bad no
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hmong the signers is P ofesser Hermann J. Muller, of Indiana

University, whe received the Sobel Prise in Medicine in 1946 for his

discovery that penetrating radiation produces mutations in plants and

eaimals. Professor Muller has been a leader among geneticists in

ott the dangers of fallout radiation te the huaan race.

Another masber ef the group is Professor L. H. Snyder of the Uni-

versity of Qklsnona, whe is a leading autherity on human geostics.

Professor Snyder is now the President of the Anerican Association

for the Advancesent ef Science. He signed the appeal to stop bomb

teats 2s an individual scientist, not as 4 representative of the

American Aseociution for the Advancement of Sefence. In fuct, Tf

prepared the appeal as an individual, and ull of the signers signed

ag individuals ~ no organization was involved in the preparation

of the appeal.

Many other distinguished gencticists signed the appeal; I

may mention in particular Professar Richard B. Goldechnaidt, of the

University of Califernia; P:ofeseor Sevaii Wright, of the iniversity

of Wisconsin; Professor Theodosius Dobsznanssy, of Columbia University;

Prefesser L. C. Dum, of Calambla University; Professor M. R. Ervin,

of the University of Wiseensin: Professur S. E. Iria, of the Uni-

versity of Illinois: Professor HU. Bentley Glass, of Jehua Haokins

University; and Professor M. Demeec, of the Biological LabosaterLes

of the Camegie Institution of sashingten. Other siqpners include

Prefessor Joseph Erlanger, of Washington University, Saint louis,

recipient of the Nobel Prize in Physiology aod Medicine in 1944;

also Professors Gearge W. Carner, Jolm 7. Hdsall, Kenneth V. Thimenn,

Rivard 6. Castic, Michael Heidelberger, Edprin C. } » Le Ke Kolt-

hot’, Barry Commener, &. J. Condon, Kirtley F. Mather, Ebaer G. Bute

ler, Chacicey Leske, Severo Ochoa, C. C. Price, Oswald Veblen,

M. B. Visscher, We He Sacherlagen, aad, Paul Yank, Benjenin Pe gon

nenblick, F. i. Jenkins, W. D. Kaight, 4.3. Kip, Ee T. Beli, JeA-

Compbell, C.B. Van Niel, Ralph H. Wetmore, Viktor Hanburger, Arthur

Kornberg, Janes ¥. Alexander, P.J. Flory, 7.R. Jobngen, 4.5. Kune

kel, Harlor Shapley, B.H. Willier, and many others of distinction

in the ficla of science.

I feel that it is especially significant that the geneticists,

who have, of ull scientists, the best oasis for judguent spout the

genetic affects of the fallout radiation from the stomic baab tests,

am biologiste ia general, who have the best basis for jwdgacar

about the squatic effects of the gullout, have joined so vigorously
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in the appeal te step the bomb tests. There is no doubt that the
bonb tests are doing damage to the health of Inman beings 211 over
the world and te the pool of Inman germ plug that determines the
nature of firbwre generations.

If you sheuld feel. that I could be of service to you in
your consideration of this grest probies, I aball make every effort
te cone to Washington at your invitation, to anaver ghotever ques
tions you wieh to ask ne.

Yours respectfully,

Liwe Pauling :W


